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New iGR study looks at COVID-19 impact and forecasts
the Actual Deployments of Indoor Small Cells in the U.S.
Study forecasts small cell deployments by sub-6 GHz, CBRS and mmWave
spectrum bands
AUSTIN, Texas, July 7th, 2020 – Indoor small cell deployments in the U.S. have been positively
impacted by the availability of CBRS shared spectrum, which puts an LTE signal source in the hands
of anyone who can afford the equipment – and build out a network and connect to a SAS.
However, because of the near-total shutdown of the U.S. economy due to COVID-19, iGR, a
market research consultancy focused on the wireless and mobile industry, has reduced its
forecast for the number of indoor small cells to be installed in the U.S.
Indoor small cell solutions can include Distributed Antenna Systems (DAS), DAS Lite, picocells
(enterprise small cells), femtocells (residential small cells) and cellular signal boosters. These
solutions provide many benefits to enterprises, including more “bars” of voice and data coverage
within all area of buildings, higher data throughput, and faster data connections. In other words,
they provide an improved quality of experience for the mobile subscribers within a building.
What is the total addressable market for U.S. indoor small cells in the U.S. and how many indoor
small cells are expected to be deployed in the next five years? How has the COVID-19 pandemic
affected the indoor small cell market? iGR has recently published a new market study that
answers these questions and also details the forecast of installed indoor small cell nodes in both
commercial buildings and residential buildings by spectrum: sub-6 GHz, mmWave and CBRS.
"Due to new business models and the availability of CBRS spectrum, iGR expects a growing
number of in-building wireless solutions to be deployed over the five-year period to improve the
mobile experience," said Iain Gillott, president and founder of iGR. “However, this growth will
obviously be impacted by the global COVID-19 shutdown.”
iGR’s new market study, U.S. Indoor Small Cells Forecast, 2019 – 2024: The COVID-19 Slowdown,
provides a five-year total addressable market forecast and an “actual” forecast for U.S. indoor
small cells, split by residential/commercial buildings and by sub-6 GHz, mmWave and CBRS
spectrum. The residential small cell forecast is further split into MDU and non-MDU, and the
commercial building forecast is further split into primary building functions/industries. In

addition, the study details different small cell technologies and the benefits and issues
surrounding their deployment.
The following key questions are addressed in the new market study:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

What effect has COVID-19 had on the indoor small cell market? What effect will it have?
What does indoor mean?
What are indoor small cells?
Where do small cells fit in the network?
What are some of the perceived benefits and issues related to indoor small cells?
What are the key drivers for using indoor small cells?
What is the impact of edge computing and proptech on indoor small cell deployments?
What are some of the perceived negatives and issues related to indoor small cells?
What are the key barriers to indoor small cell adoption?
How large is the total addressable market for indoor small cells?
How many indoor small cells are expected to be deployed both residentially and
commercially?
What percentage of deployed indoor small cells will use sub-6 GHz, mmWave and CBRS
spectrum bands?

The information in this market study will be valuable for:
o
o
o
o
o

Mobile operators
Infrastructure OEMs
Small cell product and solution vendors
Backhaul service providers and equipment OEMs
Financial and investment analysts.

The new report can be purchased and downloaded directly from iGR’s website at www.iGRinc.com.
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